Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of Sheepwash Parish Council, held on Wednesday 22nd May 2019, in the Village Hall, Sheepwash.
Present:  Cllr. Francis; Cllr. Ritson; Cllr. Wheeler; Cllr. Crossley; Cllr. Ansell; Cllr. Hutchings. Cllr. Moys;  County Cllr. Parsons; 10 members of the public; Penny Clapham (clerk) District Cllr. Hurley; District Cllr. Wiseman.
Cllr. Francis took the chair in order to invite nominations for Chairman for 2019/20.
1)
Election of Chairman
a) Invite nominations and elect a Chairman for the year.

Cllr. Crossley nominated Cllr. Ansell, seconded by Cllr. Francis, there being no further nominations. Cllr. Ansell took the chair.

b) Receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office by the Chairman - received
2)
Election of Vice Chairman


Council decided that a vice-chair was not required.
Agreed to move up so that County Cllr., Parsons could attend other parish council meetings.

9)  County & District Councillors reports – 

Cllr. Parsons congratulated Cllr. Ansell on her appointment, and to the new Council.

Introduced District Cllr. Hurley.  

Cllr. Parsons updated all – he has managed to solve some of the issues regarding roads.  Noted that the Observer newspaper has done an extensive national survey regarding thriving places; 152 authorities of which Devon is one, and Devon has come out near the top of this survey.

School funding is still down on average allocation per child compared to the national average. There is constant lobbying about this to government.  However Devon’s primary schools are above average, with  senior schools slightly down against the national average.

District Cllr. Hurley – the wards have been changed and Sheepwash is now a part of Shebbear and Langtree.  He is looking forward to working well with district, county and parish.  Torridge is now run by an Independent group – interesting times ahead.  

District Cllr. Richard Wiseman  arrived and introduced himself; he agreed it is good to come along to the meetings.  

Cllr. Parsons left the meeting.
3)
Appointment/Confirmation of signatories for cheque payments/enablement of bank transfers. 
Cllr. Ansell, Cllr. Ritson, Cllr. Hutchings, and Cllr. Crossley, all in favour by show of hands. 
4)
Appointment of Representatives to Attend Meetings of Outside Bodies


Village Hall 



agenda for July

Market & Coastal Towns Initiative
Cllr. Crossley is checking this initiative

Footpath warden



Cllr. Ritson

Tree warden



Cllr. Ritson
5)
Appointment of Committees 

· HR Committee


Full Council
· Finance Committee


Chair & Clerk
6)
Apologies For Absence:  None received.
7)
Declarations Of Interest: In accordance with the Code of Conduct, members are invited to declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have, in items to be considered at this meeting.  Members are also reminded that any change to their Declaration of Interests must be notified to the Monitoring Officer at Torridge District Council within 28 days of the change.  None declared.
8)
Public Discussion – To allow any questions, reports by members of the public on any matters relating to the agenda of this meeting, or any matters the public would like the Council to consider on a future agenda.   To include any police report.

The period of time designated for public participation shall not exceed 15 minutes.
Parishioner stated he was not aware that trees and footpaths were part of the remit of the parish council – useful to know who to be able to report any concerns; Cllr. Ritson will write a brief report for the Chronicle. 
10)
Minutes – to approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting held on the 20th March 2019, and the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 2nd April 2019.  
The minutes of the meeting held on the 20th March were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

The Annual Parish Meeting minutes were queried and will be brought back to the July meeting. 
District Councillors left the meeting.
11) Certificate of Exemption from External Audit – to be considered and agreed.  Resolved to agree:  proposed by Cllr. Francis, all in favour by show of hands.
12) Internal Audit – no issues raised.  Noted.
13) Annual Governance Statement – to agree the annual governance statement.  Resolved to agree after the Clerk read out the statement: proposed by Cllr. Francis, all agreed by show of hands.
14) Annual Accounting Statement – to agree the annual accounting statement.  Resolved to agree: proposed by Cllr. Wheeler, all agreed by show of hands.
15) Insurance – Council are in a 3 year agreement (2nd year) to check and agree the insurance schedules are sufficient for Council needs. (emailed prior to this meeting).  Agreed.
16)
PLANNING:
Planning Applications - Torridge District Council has asked for comments from the Parish Council on the following planning applications:
i) 1/0369/2019/FUL Conversion of redundant barn to 2no. open market dwellings (re submission of 1/1174/2018/FUL), North Barn, Upcott Barton, Sheepwash.

Standing orders suspended

Original application for one dwelling not supported by district council.  So new one for two 

dwellings submitted.  

Standing orders resumed.

No objection  

Planning Decisions: - 

17)
FINANCE:
Expenditure:

Visionict website hosting annual fee

£150.00
BACs





Lee Accounting Internal Audit

£72.00

BACs





Employment April & May


£240.00
BACs





USB storage x 7 (Clerk paid for)

£16.80

BACs





Came & Co. Insurance


£338.40
BACs





DALC annual membership


£64.35

BACs





Cllr. Ritson mowing expenses

£12.00

BACs

Income:

First half precept



£3,250.00
Council resolved to accept the accounts as presented.  Proposed by Cllr. Francis, all agreed by show of hands.
Bank Statement: circulated to all councillors. 

Cllr. Crossley left the meeting at 8.03pm.
18) Final Accounts – circulated for approval and publication.  Approved.
19)
Annual maintenance inspection of swing and Jubilee Park – to be agreed.  Cllr. Ritson will email Andy Harper who is a playground inspector, and request that he carries out the annual check as he has in the past.  Possible equipment for the play park – to be discussed.  September agenda.
20)  Councillor and Chairman Training – dates agreed.  Clerk to book.
21)
Meeting dates - to agree proposed meeting dates from July 2019 to May 2020.  17th July is the next meeting, with future dates to be considered.  
22)  Email addresses/phone numbers – for publication on the website.  To discuss having council email addresses instead of the use of personal ones.  Clerk recommends councillors set up a separate email address for council business.   Action Councillors and to advise the Clerk.
23)  Road Warden – for discussion.  Cllr. Francis considers that Devon County Council should be responsible for the roads.  Cllr. Moys proposed Sheepwash from the scheme.  All in favour by show of hands.  
24)  Councillor reports (for information only)/future agenda items -  
Cllr. Ritson – diary dates, for Friends of St. Lawrence.  22nd June tea, fete 10th August.

27th July Sheepwash Shindig.

Clerk requests an audit of equipment and assets and a check for any repairs/maintenance needed.  Councillors to report back.

Who owns the village hall?  Cllr. Moys to look into this.

Meeting closed at 8.36pm.

Signed………………………………


Date……………………….
Items for Information
The next Council meeting is on Wednesday, 17th July 2019 at 7pm in the Village Hall, Sheepwash.
Email circulation
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